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Glenys Blacknell
Simon Massarella
Pat Rice
John Spencer
John Woodall
Clifton Village Website
www.clifton-village.org.uk
The Clifton Village Residents Website contains links to items including the
Neighbourhood Watch, AGM Minutes and committee minutes, links to local
newspapers, bus timetables as well as a Picture Gallery and other photos of
events and more! The site is regularly updated – so do pay us a visit!
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The CVRA would like to encourage contributions from the Village for this fine
publication. We welcome any letters or features that could be included in
the next issue, be they informative, educational, or of particular interest to
the residents of the Village. Please send any letters or suggested
contributions for inclusion in the next edition to Graeme Barker, 10
Nethergate.

Subscriptions
The yearly Subscription for CVRA membership for 2012 is to
be held at £1 per adult.
Subscriptions will be due for collection in spring, and CVRA
members will be round in April to allow you to join for the
period 1st April 2012 till 31st March 2013.
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CVRA - Annual General Meeting – 17th May 2012
The AGM will be in Clifton Village Hall, commencing at 8pm.
Minutes from last year’s AGM held are still available on the CVRA website:
www.clifton-village.org.uk, or in hard copy by contacting the Secretary,
Graeme Barker at 10 Nethergate on 01159 844 866. Copies of these
Minutes and the Agenda for AGM 2012 will be available at the meeting.
You will find below a Nomination Form for any CVRA members who would
like to put themselves forward for nomination for any of the positions
mentioned.
The committee is looking forward to your attendance.
Graeme Barker, Secretary
The Clifton Village Residents Association

====================================
Nomination Form
I wish to be nominated to join the
Clifton Village Residents Association Committee
Position:

.......................................................

(i.e. Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer, Committee Member)

Name:

...............................................…..

Address:

...................................................

Telephone:

...................................................

Proposer:

...............................................…..

Seconder:

...................................................

Please return the form to the Secretary:
Graeme Barker, 10 Nethergate, Clifton Village by Monday 14th May 2010
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Chairman’s Message
Hello and welcome to the first newsletter of 2012.
Before getting onto the general village business, I would like to take a
moment to remember Glenn Rolley, whose untimely death on 24th January
came as a shock to everybody. Glenn will be remembered for his
considerable contributions to the Village and the CVRA, particularly those in
concert with Diane, thanks to whom we were able to rejuvenate the
Mayday celebrations, complete with Maypole dancers.
Many of you attended the very fitting and touching funeral service at
St Wilfrid’s Church at Wilford and once again I wish to convey thoughts and
sympathies on behalf of the Village, to Diane and her daughters.
Forthcoming Events
Moving on, we have to look forward to
the fish and chip supper which will
take place on Saturday 28th April in the
Village Hall. Tickets will be £5.00 per
person and we will once again have
the benefit of Jonathon Blacknall aka
JB and his “Dynamic Disco” to
entertain us.
I know how much those who have
attended the fish and chip
supper/disco in previous years have enjoyed it, both for the conviviality and
the opportunity (made the most of by some), to let your hair down. Come
along, have a dance, have a drink, have fun.
Diamond Jubilee Street Party
The next event is the Diamond Jubilee. We are hoping to make this a great
and memorable celebration, even better, if possible, than the Golden
Jubilee celebrations we had a few years ago.
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The street party will be located on Village Road, between the access roads
to Groveside Crescent, so that there is still a route through the Village for
those who wish to travel in or out, rather than indulge in, what I’m sure will
turn out to be, a really great party.
Your committee will
arrange for Marquees,
Gazebos and tables etc. All
you have to do is bring
along whatever
celebratory food you
choose and whatever
beverages you may deem
suitable for the occasion.
We will be putting on a
variety of entertainment,
including a clown for younger members of the community and to oil the
wheels, there will be a Pimm’s tent and at an appropriate point, a
Champagne toast.
We still have much to do and would welcome any ideas or support from the
Village. We will be asking for a nominal charge of around £5 per head, to
help cover some of the costs and to give us an indication of how many
people wish to attend.
Any offers of assistance should be made either to me or Graeme Barker.
AGM
The AGM will be held at 20:00 on Thursday 17th May in the Village Hall. As
far as I am aware, current committee members are prepared to remain in
office. However, if anybody wishes to propose new members they are more
than welcome to do so, and I am sure Graeme Barker will attend to their
submissions. I hope as many of you as possible, will attend.
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Summer Garden Party
The Summer Garden Party will take place on the 22nd July. The Garden Party
will once again be held courtesy of John and Dorothy in the garden of Holly
House. I can guarantee great food and a warm welcome for everybody.
Late Summer Picnic
Once again we are having a late
summer picnic in the grounds of the
Old Rectory Coach House, in
September. The format will be as
before, bring your own food, bring
your own chairs and your own
booze. We will supply Marquees,
tables and live entertainment.
There certainly seems to be a lot to
look forward to, with a pretty full calendar this year. I hope you will all
make the effort to attend as many events as possible; they are great fun
and a great way of catching up with one another, so do please keep these
dates free.
Other Issues
University Parking
As you will all be aware, thanks to the very hard work put in, predominately
by Simon Massarella, we now have support for restricted parking within
Clifton Village, to minimise the inconvenience caused by student and
University staff members parking. Simon gives an update on this matter on
page 10. He has done a great job, bearing in mind, initially, that we were
told by the council that there were no funds available for what is now
proposed.
Sky-Link Reroute
As you will also be aware, the Sky-Link bus that has run from Nottingham
through to the Airport for a number of years has been re-routed, ostensibly
because of a lack of support from the Airport, who used to actually
contribute funds. Why it is cheaper to run it via Long Eaton than through
Clifton, I don’t know.
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Fortunately however, Premier Buses have agreed to replace the service and
full details of what they have on offer can be found on their website which
is www.redflyer.co.uk. As far as I am aware the service will be hourly apart
from between 04:00 and 07:00 when it will be half hourly, presumably to
get people to and from work at the Airport.
A major concern for some in the Village is that the general stop on the
green adjacent to the Police Station is omitted from the schedule. The bus
will stop at the Man of Trent, but this means quite a walk for people. I have
written to the company, pointing out the inconvenience and asking
whether they could include this stop for the benefit of commuters and
holiday makers.
I have yet to receive a reply.
On a positive note I would highlight that local bus services are also being
stepped up to ‘fill the gap’ as it were, with the frequency of No.1 buses
being increased. Details will be posted on the CVRA website but are
available at: http://www.nctx.co.uk/assets/001TT_Mar12.pdf
Planning
Within the village there are two major issues, The Old Rectory and the
Reading Room and there is of course concern regarding the redevelopment
of the Man of Trent site on the other side of the A453, adjacent to the
petrol station.
Old Rectory
Planning permission has been granted as we are now well aware and work
should be starting any day. In fact I noticed a skip on the drive to the Old
Rectory fully laden. Hopefully this is a good sign, although to my way of
thinking, they will need more than one skip. Hopefully Mr Kumar will be
keen to make a profit out of this site that he has held onto for so long and
work will move forward at a pace. We will keep you updated as we learn
more.
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The Reading Room
It would appear that the Council now has taken on board fully,
responsibility for the Old Reading Room, as denoted by the barrier fencing
that has been placed around it, in case it should crumble and fall on
anybody. As I understand it, they intend to do work necessary to make the
Reading Room safe, and then sell it. Having said that, at the time of writing
there is no indication of works commencing. The CVRA will continue to
speak to the Council to ensure this situation is resolved as soon as possible.
The Old Man of Trent
Planning permission has been sought for a KFC and a McDonalds on the
site. Following investigations, I have to report that there is very little we
can do except object to this usage. We have therefore made
representations, specifically regarding the fact that the developers are
seeking a 24 hour license. It would appear from conversations I have had
with local politicians that the Police will not be in favour of a 24 hour
license and that their views are likely to hold sway, as indeed they did with
the Garage.
Other Planning
Finally, I can report that there has been an application made for a change of
use for the old Village shop Post Office, so that the entire property can be
converted to a private dwelling.
I think it is a tragedy that the Village has, due to reasons beyond its control,
lost the Post Office and then the Village shop, which one has to concede to
be unsustainable without the benefit of the Post Office. It follows that in
order to maintain its value and condition, a change of use was bound to be
sought. One can only hope that, should a change of use be granted it will be
conditional on any renovation, modernisation or renewal, being
appropriate and in keeping with the history of the building and its
prominent position within this conservation area.
That’s it from me. I look forward to seeing many of you at the AGM and
forthcoming social events.
Kevin McCormick
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Village Notes – Parking along Village Road
By now, you will have had a letter from the Nottingham City Council with
regards to the new parking arrangements that will help us all here in Clifton
Village.
The CVRA has worked tirelessly with the Council, Nottingham Trent
University, Police and Local Residents to understand these issues over the
parking “overload” within the Village, and realising that this is not just an
issue due to local students either, but an issue to the Village from a wide,
diverse range of people in their everyday business.
The Nottingham City Council has made proposals, not only for Clifton
Village, but also to Rivergreen and also Fabis Drive residents (and
surrounding roads) and these will be introduced during April 2012. Clifton
Village has a two-phase approach, both phases deemed “experimental”,
which allows for quick (and considered) changes, and the second phase will
follow in about 18 months time, however, this depends upon a great
number of factors, too many to mention here.
The proposals from Nottingham City Council, have been analysed, not only
by the CVRA but also by you, some questions and queries have been
forwarded through ourselves on your behalf, others directly. Whichever
way we all respond, we, the CVRA, would like to keep you apprised of
progress and that we continue to monitor and actively engage with all
authorities in ensuring that we have a parking scheme that suits the Village
and its Residents, now and in the future.
Please let the CVRA know your thoughts – we need to be able to offer
constructive criticism to the Council and other parties, as individuals and as
a “single voice”. We are your “voice” and it is the CVRA who have managed
to start (and finish) the solution to this major issue and we would like to
thank those certain individuals (you know who you are) who have helped
us on our journey. Thank you.
Simon Massarella
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Clifton Village Residents Page
Clifton Village resident Nigel Bates has
bequeathed almost £300,000 in his will
towards a new cystic fibrosis centre in
Nottingham.
Nigel was just 53 when he died in November
2010 of cystic fibrosis, having being
diagnosed in 1967. His sister died at this time
of the disease at the age of six.
Nigel decided to change his will just 8 months before he died, when a nurse
treating him for his cystic fibrosis mentioned City Hospital’s plans to build a
£6.6m dedicated centre for sufferers of the disease.
Nigel’s sister recounted in the Nottingham Evening Post how “Nigel wanted to
help others who were suffering from cystic fibrosis. He lost his sister when she
was just six and this was an incredibly difficult time for his family. It wasn’t
until his sister was diagnosed that his parents thought he should have the
sweat test and discovered he had the condition too. One day he simply said,
‘I’m going to leave my money to go towards the centre’, and that was the end
of the matter. That was the type of person that he was. He wanted to help
others and he had a wicked sense of humour.”
For details of how to make a contribution visit: http://www.nuhcharity.org.uk/

Jubilee Street Party – Road Closure Notice
As part of the preparations for the Jubilee Street Party the CVRA
would like to take the opportunity to highlight that is the intention
of the village to close a section of Village Road between its two
junctions with Groveside Crescent. This is intended to happen on
the 4th June, between 8am and 7pm. All residents who require
access further into the village between these times will be able to
do so by using Groveside Crescent. Any queries on this matter
should be directed to the secretary, Graeme Barker at 10
Nethergate, 01159 844866
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Forthcoming Village Events
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will be held at

Clifton Village Hall
7.30pm, on Saturday 28th April
Tickets £5
Ticket Price includes choice of Fish or Pie and Chips, and
a complimentary glass of wine or beer

Add this important event to your diary. Tickets sellers will
call on all households in the village closer to the time.
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Clifton Village Art Group

See details on page 15 for how to get involved in
this village activity
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Clifton Village Garden Group
Astrantias and
Auriculas

An illustrated talk by local Gotham
nurseryman, Bob Taylor who holds national
collections.

Friday 27th April 8.00pm to 9.30pm
Clifton Village Hall – New members most welcome
Admission £3.00 to include refreshments
Contact Pat on 0115 9140759 for further details

May 25th: Open garden event in the village
June 29th: Visit to Paul Reads garden in Woodborough 7.00pm - £2.50
July 28th: Coach trip to Renishaw Hall near Sheffield. £16

Art Group Dates
for summer 2012
April 17th
June 12th

May 1st
June 26th

May 15th
July 10th

May 29th
July 24th

We meet in the village hall at 2pm until 4pm approx.
Cost £5 to include materials and refreshments.

Not tried us yet? Come along on any of the above dates. You won’t
be disappointed! Email: patriciabrice@hotmail.com for further
details or call 01159 140759
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Origins of Community Spirit – Part 1
The Foundation of the Residents Association
The CVRA had a long and erratic period of gestation largely because of the legal
arrangements created by the Clifton family before their departure. Historically Clifton was a
“close” village which meant that all the land and buildings covering the whole estate
belonged to the Lord of the Manor. Everyone who lived here had to be a tenant and
consequently everything that happened had to have the approval of the owner of the Hall.
Indeed there is no public house in the village because an earlier Clifton disapproved of some
drunken behaviour in the village and forbade the sale of alcohol as a result.
At the end of WW2 Nottingham City was desperate to expand its boundaries to the south but
first had to persuade the Clifton family to leave its ancestral home and large estate. Very
reluctantly the Cliftons decided to submit to the pressure which was being put upon them.
They moved temporarily into the Old Rectory. Ultimately Col. Peter Clifton and his family
chose to move to Dummer House in Hampshire. They were very concerned about leaving the
villagers so the Clifton lawyers drew up documents in 1961 making 2 church wardens
responsible for the old school buildings, the schoolhouse and the Wells Almshouses each of
the latter being already tenanted. The school had been closed in 1959 when the City began
to develop the new estate so the building was designated as a Village Hall. The intention was
to secure the use of the school buildings for the benefit of the villagers in perpetuity. Who
could be made responsible in the absence of the Cliftons? The legal solution was to designate
the holders of church offices, which were expected to go on forever, as curators however
many times individual holders of the offices changed.
There was always a close relationship between the College of Education and the church with
senior staff either living on campus or in the village itself. Indeed when the Cliftons left, the
Clifton family pews were occupied by the College principals during services. Clifton Hall was
also converted to serve the new community as a Girls’ Grammar School in 1958.
By this stage the City Council had sold off some of the spare land along Village road as
individual plots though the original villagers had been allowed to choose whether or not to
buy their cottages or to continue to rent them from the new landowner.
Eventually, after a long interregnum, the Revd. Canon Wilf Wilkinson was appointed Rector
because the Village population was slowly growing and there was also grave concern that
valuable historic Clifton family monuments in the church of St. Mary’s were being
vandalised. The Rector’s ambition was to restore the ancient church but the church wardens
continued to take the administrative responsibility for the other buildings. The new Rector
took his responsibilities very seriously and set about vigorously raising funds to restore the
church.
Meanwhile the City Council decided to take the opportunity for further profitable
development. The fields behind Village Road were sold to Gascoignes of Southwell who
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created Spinneymead, that is all the new housing along, and adjacent to, Groveside Crescent.
The developers also destroyed some of the original thatched cottages along Village Road.
At about the same time the Nieuwenhuys family who had bought Glebe Cottage had become
agents for Gascoignes on site. Frank was a wonderful salesman who welcomed potential
house buyers with hospitality and friendship. Indeed the Nieuwwenhuyses organised the
first group outing to the White Eagle Club in Sherwood. Thus were sown the seeds of a strong
community feeling, particularly as most of the purchasers were incomers to Nottingham
without family near at hand. Four bedroom houses were rarities in Nottingham at the very
beginning of the “seventies” so Spinneymead contained many young families.
The Rector was in charge of such a large living that he had a curate, Stephen Oliver (who is
now the retired Bishop of Bow in London). Hilary Oliver, the curate’s wife, saw the need for
a pre-school playgroup and in 1971 a committee was formed. Gwenda Ackroyd, who trained
as a nursery/infant teacher became its supervisor. The school building had not been used
very much since 1959 so the committee and parents spent many hours making it fit for use
though the children’s toilets were still outside across the yard.
Initially there was no Residents’ Committee but outside events propelled action. It became
common knowledge in 1973 that the A 648, in other words the relatively quiet local road to
join the M1, was to be renamed the A453 so that traffic which had previously passed through
Beeston and along the University Boulevard would be diverted to use the new river bridge to
reach Nottingham and the east coast ports. A nucleus of people came together, determined
to fight for a Clifton Bypass! There was also great anxiety about the council’s proposal to
build an extra development opposite the 1958 estate on the far side of Nethergate.
It became obvious that a formal structure was required and the Rector was the obvious
person, together with the Church Wardens, Harry Moss and John Jenkins to form the nucleus
of that committee. Georgie Turton who had been the first in the village to learn about the
change of the road number was elected as secretary. She continued in that role until illness
made her suggest Mavis Forsyth should be her successor in approximately 1980. These two
ladies between them spent many hours attending Council Planning Meetings when it was
possible for the public to do so. As a result the Village Residents’ Committee was kept well
informed about proposals which might affect the community. The local barrister, Bill Joss,
was invited to be our legal representative and engaged lawyers to look after the interests of
the Village when there were plans for building housing adjacent to Nethergate in about 1974.
Presumably all who live here must be aware that the many battles about the A453 have had
an unbroken history ever since then and that the people who live in the village have been
leading protagonists in the fight.

More to follow in the Summer Issue
Eileen Small
The CVRA are indebted to Eileen for kindly putting forward these memories of early
village life for publication. Eileen and the CVRA would welcome any comments /
contributions on the history of the village for future editions.
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St Mary’s Church – Easter Services
Maundy Thursday 5th April
7pm - Seder Meal
Good Friday 6th April
2pm - An Hour at the Cross
7pm - Burial of Jesus
Holy Saturday 7th April
8pm - Easter Vigil
Easter Day 8th April
5 - 6am - Dawn Service
(followed by breakfast - please check time with Clare Ashton)

10.45am Holy Communion Easter Service
ALL ARE WELCOME!
If you would like to come to either the Seder meal &/or the Dawn Service,
would you please let me know for catering purposes – thank you.
Clare Ashton 0115 921 3937/07775 902385 or email
<mikeandclarea@btinternet.com>

Village Hall
The Annual General Meeting of the Village Hall Trust will take place on
Monday, 14th May 2012 at 7.30pm at the Village Hall. There will be updates
on Hall usage, the School House and the accounts for 2011 as well as an
update on the proposed Car Park Extension. Refreshments provided. We
look forward to your attendance.
Mike Ashton, Chairman
To book the Village Hall please contact Barry Stevens on 07982 820120
CVRA Residents Newsletter – April 2012
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Music at St Marys Church, Clifton Village

PROGRAMME FOR 2012
CLIFTON MUSIC FESTIVAL
Thursday 12th July

The Lace City Singers

return to Clifton Village – welcome back!

Friday 13th July

The Melody Room Jazz Band

from Oxford make their first appearance at the Clifton Festival

Saturday 14th July

Classical Concert

featuring Beate Toyka (piano) with her friends Sarah (violin) and
Clair (cello). They will perform a Mozart Trio (B flat) and the Mendelssohn D
minor Trio followed by especially commissioned Olympic themed pieces
All evenings start at 7.30pm.
Tickets £10 per person (under 16 half price) including refreshments
****
th

Sunday 15 July

Choral Festival Service

with St Mary’s Singers & String Quartet at 10.45am.
****

Radcliffe-on-Trent Male Voice Choir
Saturday 17th November 2012 at 7.30pm
Tickets £10 per person (under 16 half price) includes refreshments
****

For tickets or further details, please contact
Clare Ashton on 0115 921 3937 or 07775 902385
or email mikeandclarea@btinternet.com
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Neighbourhood Watch

Dear Residents,
Between November 5th and 9th 2011 there were a series of 5 Robberies on
Village Rd Clifton Nottingham in which persons were injured and
threatened with violence. Evidence was gathered by the police and on 12 th
December 2011in a joint operation between the Clifton Safer
Neighbourhood team and CID officers, John HUNTER of Gardendale Avenue
Clifton was identified, arrested and charged to Crown Court for these
offences .
The police would like to thank local residents for their assistance in this
matter.
Regards,
John Spencer, Clifton Village NW Coordinator
At the time of publication the latest village crime figures were awaited and will be published
on the Village website as soon as they available.

Comparison of Offences in Clifton Village from 2006-11
year

Jan

Feb

Mar

Apr

May

Jun

Jul

Aug

Sept

Oct

Nov

Dec

Total

2006
2007
2008

6
3
7

5
4
5

10
3
11

6
9
6

3
5
1

1
2
5

3
3
8

6
1
3

6
2
1

11
5
1

4
2
2

4
12
4

65
51
54

2009
2010
2011

4
3
1

1
6
4

8
5
4

4
9
3

4
1
1

5
9
4

3
7
4

4
3
7

5
3

2
2

2
2

4
3

46
53
28
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A quick reminder to all, that the advertising section on pages 22-23 is open to all
Clifton Village members, or their friends or professional contacts.
In return for a donation of £25 we will carry your advertisement in all our issues
for one whole year. If you offer a local service, or know anyone who does, who
may wish to promote it in our area, please ask them to contact Graeme Barker,
the CVRA Secretary.

Interested in learning a foreign language but don’t want to travel?
Well now you don’t have to!

Spanish and Mandarin for Beginners
Contact: James Idione of 18 Milldale Close
On 07786 258910

The Quirkiary
Fine Teas and Exquisite Cakes
We are planning on opening a tea room at Yew Tree Grange and would like your
feedback as to whether such a venture would be warmly welcomed by the Clifton
Village Community, and if so what sort of thing you would like to see on the
menu.
Initially, we will be offering a plethora of fine teas, coffees, luxurious hot
chocolates, home-made cakes, breads, pastries, quiches, tarts and mouth
watering veggie lasagne (not that you’ll tell!). We would also look to offer
spacious meeting rooms for hire by the hour or by the day.
We would be most grateful if you could take a moment in sharing any comments
of suggestions you may have. Whether it be somewhere you would visit, and
what other services and menu items we could offer.

Email us on tom@yewtreegrange.co.uk
Thank-you for your time and we look forward to brewing you a fine pot of tea!

Tom & Laura Wildwoode-Laing
CVRA Residents Newsletter – April 2012
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Clifton Village Residents at-a-glance 2012

Saturday
at 7.30pm

28th April 2012

Village Hall Trust AGM
Village Hall

Monday
at 7.30pm

14th May 2012

Residents Association AGM
CVRA Event - Village Hall

Thursday
at 8pm

17th May 2012

Jubilee Street Party
CVRA EVENT - Along Village Road

Monday
from Midday

4th June 2012

The Lace City Singers
St Marys Church – Music Festival

Thursday
at 7.30pm

12th July

The Melody Room Jazz Band
St Marys Church – Music Festival

Friday
at 7.30pm

13th July

Classical Concert
St Marys Church – Music Festival

Saturday
at 7.30pm

14th July

Choral Festival Service
St Marys Church

Sunday
at 10.45am

15th July

Fish and Chip Disco
CVRA Event - Village Hall

-

Summer Garden Party
Sunday
CVRA Event – Holly House, Village Rd at 12.30pm
(village hall if wet)

22nd July 2012
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